
	  

	  

July 14, 2014 
We Just Got Here, What’s The Problem? 

A little shocking to see Anita Fineday of Casey Family Programs appear on the 
scene and pretend like they just got to the rez and have to study the situation to 
know what is going so terribly wrong with the Child Abuse, and over 100 Children 
missing. 

People are talking about CFP as if they are new to the scene, and they are the 
experts now taking this crisis and going to be the ones to recommend how to fix it.  

They are not new. Not to this rez, and not to any other rez. They have been, for over 
a decade, dispensing the criteria for Tribal Social Services handling of children in 
crisis. They are the ones who have been unable to learn from decades of failure in 
Indian Country, in Florida, or in any of the 23 or more states where they are the ones 
who direct policy and procedures for child services for the past 50 years.  

In Florida, more than 160 children were murdered or died of severe neglect while in 
Social Services. Yeah, “Fell through the cracks”…  

“Cracks” are small things that go unnoticed in an otherwise solid foundation. 
“Cracks” are something that when you notice them, you repair them so that the 
damage stops there.  

When multiple warnings, reports, filed 960s are ignored, and children continue to 
show up in media as the horror story of the week, you don’t have ‘cracks’ you have a 
seriously flawed system based on seriously flawed theory, run by people at the top 
who either have no idea how to protect children and care only for protecting their 
political alliances, or they are disturbingly sick individuals with no redeeming traits 
whatsoever.   

It matters not, because although it takes higher education, degrees in Social 
Work/Early Childhood Development  or other field related education, certification and 
experience to get a job in those agencies; those who run it need only political 
connections to get appointed.  

Those who are appointed rely on the guidelines, goals and missions set by the 
Casey Family Programs & Bush Foundation guidelines, both of which get hundreds 
of millions of tax dollars in Government Grants every year, as well as other big 
Corporate donors.  

Those agencies must rely on, meet the criteria set out by Casey Family Programs or 
there will a problem with funding, bonuses, raises, etc.  

Those goals are basically predicated on the theory that Foster Parents are villains 
and children raised in Foster Care are worse off than children kept in dangerous 
homes.  



Restless Spirit  
14 July 2014                                                                                Page 2 of 9 
 
 

	  

In Florida, with over 160 children dying in one year, but only 60 of those deaths 
being reported as occurring while in Florida DCF, and those 60 being more than the 
sum total of all the remaining 49 states, clearly, DCF in any state that follows CFP 
guidelines, is not concerned with the safety or health of the children in care.  The 
proof of that is the fact that those children all followed a pattern of warnings that 
were ignored, reports ignored, 960’s ignored because the primary goal is to “Keep 
the Family together” and to reduce the number of children in the system by more 
than 50% by 2016.  

If the focus was on the safety of the children, the first time a child was horrifically 
murdered while in care would also be the last time a child was horrifically murdered 
while in care.   

If this first one was a ‘crack’, it would have been noticed, and repairs to the methods 
applied immediately to prevent any further damage.  

But it was not fixed with the first child murder, nor the second, nor the tenth, nor the 
50th, 60th, … it just kept happening with the only thing being changed was the 
definition of “child murder” being tweaked to make the numbers look less shocking.  

They fixed the “paperwork” not the crimes against children. Their goal was then and 
remains now, covering up their failures, not fixing them.  

Think about this: That number reached by the Miami Herald in their series, 
“Innocents Lost” was for only one year. And they did not have access to all the 
records. How many more were there that year? How many the years before? How 
many since?  

Play Stupid 

George Sheldon, who presided over that snake pit of child horrors in 2009, touted 
among his ‘successes’ how many children had been ‘removed’ from the system.  Not 
how many children were being cared for and were safe, but how he ‘got those 
numbers down’… and he included the numbers of dead children as ‘no longer in the 
system’ as his bragging point.  

He went from that job where no one above him questioned him, nor listened to 
anyone who raised questions about his performance in that job, straight to the 
second in command under Marrianne McMullen at ACF.  He went from massively 
failing the children in Florida, to massively failing at the Federal Level, and he used 
his position at ACF to harass, threaten, intimidate and obstruct Thomas Sullivan and 
others, from making reports of extreme concern happening on Spirit Lake Nation 
Reservation.  

He then abruptly resigned that position to run for State Attorney General in Florida 
when one of his successors at Florida DCF suddenly quit, bailed out and left the 
post. As State AG, he can shut down any investigation into the DCF, before it ever 
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begins. Or at least, make it a lot harder for any investigation into the deaths of those 
children to ever leave the ground.  

He now says he was ‘unaware of the depth of the problem’ in Florida under his 
watch.  The ultimate copout: Play “Stupid”.  

Political Marriage 

We know that the BIA is closely aligned with CFP. So is the ACF. In fact, CFP 
recently created a position within their organization for a long-time employee of ACF, 
Gina Jackson.  Marrianne McMullen cited this as “Golden”.  Indeed, I am sure that 
with the billions of dollars that go into ACF, BIA and CFP, this little political ‘marriage’ 
is “Golden” on several levels.  

We know that the BIA came into the Social Services Crisis at the tribe and hired 
people to do “nothing but shred files from 8 AM until 10 PM” for weeks on end.  That 
is how the BIA ‘fixed’ the problem of children being put in dangerous homes: 
Destroyed any records of the children and their placements.  

We have seen how the Head of the ACF, Marrianne McMullen, and George 
Sheldon,  were angered that Thomas Sullivan kept filing reports of Children in 
Danger, and they obstructed him from filing any other reports. They also kept him 
from appearing before the Indian Affairs Congressional Subcommittee Hearing.  

Anita Fineday, of CFP appeared there and spouted the typical CFP claptrap, none of 
which addressed the fact that children are still being forced to stay in unsafe homes, 
many of these children having been abruptly removed from safe, caring, nurturing 
foster homes.  

Anita Fineday and CFP state that their priorities in their publications. They talk about 
the children as if they are property of the tribe, not as Human Beings who deserve 
protection. They even state that children should only be removed to care outside of 
the tribe “IF it is beneficial to the Tribe”.   

Somebody explain to me how that criteria can ever be met? How can the safety of 
the child in crisis be weighed against the Tribe’s interests? If not in the tribe’s 
interest, that child is denied refuge.  

As long as the tribe can gain hundreds of dollars or thousands of dollars a month 
from the government as long as the child is within their exclusive control, it will never 
be in the Tribe’s interest to allow that child safe refuge anywhere.  

Because of corruption, extreme, wide-spread, far reaching corruption, these children 
are seen as dollar signs. There is no penalty for corruption. The people cannot vote 
it out because whomever they vote in will have to go along or get out. Reporting the 
misuse, embezzlement, falsification of records, outright theft of millions of dollars 
does not move the Federal nor State Governments to move against it.  
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Corruption thrives, children die. When Russ got up there and said that “Children are 
Sacred” line, he should have added: “but not as important as keeping the corrupt in 
power”  

Until the government deals with the corruption and makes it safe for people to report 
it and makes it not safe for people to indulge in it, no child is safe on that rez. No 
home is really secure on that rez.  

Millions of dollars intended for the care of children vanishes and no one looks. 
Hundreds of children disappear, overnight, from the records (shredded) and no one 
looks.  

Nothing gets better on that rez or any rez, until the corruption is investigated and the 
corrupt are punished.  The allies of the corrupt are powerful in politics inside and 
outside of the rez. They go all the way up every agency ladder from County to State 
to Federal. ALL THE WAY UP.  

It has been allowed to go on for so long, the system is designed to protect the 
corrupt, not the people. It’s so corrupt, for so long, that it goes now to extremes to 
protect the pedophiles, registered sex offenders who are reported, 960’d, raping 
children… and the ACF, BIA, Tribal Chair (Don’t call him “Chief”, he’s no “chief”) and 
the CFP go before Congress to say how much things are improved…. Even though 
more than 100 children are unaccounted for… and who knows how many more?  

Melissa Merrick-Brady who heads two departments can’t even tell the committee 
what is needed to improve the dismal results in either of those departments!  

The Tribal Chair got up and lied to smear the reputation of Thomas Sullivan.  
Congressman Raul Cardenas was happy to assist. What is Cardenas’ connection to 
CFP? All he knows about Thomas Sullivan is what he just heard from Leander 
Russell McDonald? Suddenly, he’s condemning Sullivan as if he’s a villain? Or does 
he just habitually leap to conclusions based on no evidence? He sports a very 
expensive haircut, watch and suit. Politics has been very, very good to him.  

The children in care are worth money to the tribe. The tribe gets money based on 
how many children are in care in that tribe.  By removing any child from the tribe, 
placing them into a safe, nurturing, loving foster home outside of the rez, the tribe 
still gets money for them (which is supposed to go for the care and keeping of that 
child, but as we have seen, it usually winds up in the pockets of those running the 
programs).  If that child is adopted and given the security of permanence in 
home/family in their life, the tribe loses that money.  

If that child remains in the crisis environment, that child will either die or survive. If 
that child survives, that child will likely need additional services as they become 
adults: Addictions, alcoholism, untreated PTSD from growing up in an violent home, 
will create an adult with low self-esteem, little or no education, no job, a tendency to 
either be violent or the victim of a violent relationships.  
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The child remaining in crisis, having more needs, growing up to create more children 
in crisis is a never ending gravy train that there is no incentive for stopping.  

Oh yeah, and they will likely have several children of their own whom they cannot 
support, will mistreat, abuse, all of whom will end up in the system, creating a 
generational “Cash Cow” for the tribe and for the Foundations, such as CFP and 
Bush Foundation and others, who all proclaim themselves as “helping” while getting 
enormous government grants, tax exempt status, and a lot political power through 
their political alliances, such as the political marriage between ACF & CFP 
mentioned earlier.  

It keeps the money rolling in for the tribe, the BIA, ACF, and their “foundation 
friends”.  

A lot of money is a lot of power.  Our tax dollars not only fund all of this, but those 
foundations are also tax exempt! 

And no one questions their repeated failures. No one mentions when it becomes a 
public horror story, such as the Florida series, CFP and their ‘guidelines, goals’ that 
were being adhered to.  That’s because those agency heads that are politically 
appointed will go on, almost directly, to another high paying political appointment for 
which they most likely have no qualifications, because they have a political alliance 
behind them: ACF, BIA, CFP, or other political heavyweights.  

They do not point the finger at those who gave the directives or whose missions and 
goals they were aiming for when those very same people are the ones that will 
return them to the fold and find them another appointment, another fat paycheck, 
and keep them in the political swimming pool as a player.  

So, here comes CFP, crawling out of the crevices and the shadows from where they 
were all this time, to pretend they had nothing to do with the previous failed policies 
and that they are here to ‘help fix’ the mess that their policies, procedures, missions, 
goals and political allies all created.  

I strongly suspect CFP was behind the move to exclude Betty Jo Krenz from 
speaking at the subcommittee hearing. It was primarily because of her sustained 
campaign of bringing these tragedies in the making, ongoing crisis to the attention of 
that committee and she most certainly should have been on that panel, making her 
statement, answering their questions. No one on that panel had any personal reason 
for preventing her from speaking.   

But Anita Fineday had every reason to keep her from speaking. Betty Jo would 
clearly point out the facts of what she saw, what happened when she reported, and 
who did what, and how deep the crisis remains.  The ACF, BIA and CFP want 
everyone on that committee to think that things are all under control now, nothing 
more to see.  
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CFP has a goal of ‘reducing’ numbers of children in care, which actually leads to 
generational abuse of children in that legacy, and generating even more need, more 
crisis and more cash for ACF, BIA, CFP and the Tribes.  

Someone clearly identifying the problem, surrounding issues, illegal behaviors of 
those who fail to do their jobs in Tribal Government, BIA, ACF, IHS, etc, would bring 
more scrutiny into those policies and procedures and the fact that the mission is to 
protect the tribe, not the child, and that would ultimately lead to drastic changes 
which might just exclude CFP from further contracts with the government, not only at 
the Tribal Levels, but also at the State, Federal levels as well. Bye bye Billions! 

They were all afraid to have Betty Jo speak, and that is clear and that should raise 
big fat red flags to everyone on that committee.  That someone with a lot of political 
clout was able to push people on that committee who knew nothing of Betty Jo 
Krenz and who were not threatened by anything she would reveal, to block her from 
speaking, points in one very clear direction: CFP.  

The BIA would not be able to dictate to that committee whom they should call and 
whom they would not allow. Nor could the ACF. Only the politically powerful CFP 
has that kind of clout, access and also motivation.  

The CFP is not new to this crisis. They had a big hand in causing it and now in trying 
to minimize the depth and scope of it to ‘cover it up’ in the same way that the BIA 
shredded files for weeks.  Erase the trail, silence the whistleblowers, hope that the 
public never looks behind that curtain and sees who all has been involved and for 
how long, and how much money they have been making off of all of us all this time.  

But CFP outed themselves. They stepped out into the light and came to the 
Committee Hearing to announce that things were much better now…  

With only 9 Foster Homes on the rez and more than 130 children (that we know of: 
Remember, they shredded files for 12 hrs a day, 7 days a week, for several weeks) 
– 130 or more children in crisis, only 66 of them do they know where they are (and 
we are to take their word for it that they are ‘safe’?) what about the other children?  

Many children, more than 100 were removed from safe, nurturing foster homes, 
abruptly and returned to the rez, just before the Great Shredding took place.  Those 
children came from extremely dangerous homes and were returned, many of them, 
to those same homes.   

Children who were near death and hospitalized and then nurtured back to health and 
happiness by Foster Families, suddenly ripped away from those safe homes with no 
safe homes ready for them, no services available for them, and their records 
shredded, what is being done for them? What is being done to them?  



Restless Spirit  
14 July 2014                                                                                Page 7 of 9 
 
 

	  

The BIA, ACF, IHS don’t care. They have a mission, a goal, and a way to make 
those numbers dance in any direction they want them to, or shred any record that 
they ever existed.   

There is an unholy alliance with the ACF, BIA, ACF and CFP. That unholy alliance is 
allowing children to be murdered, raped, beaten, terrorized, tortured, and the CFP 
wants no one to listen to Betty Jo Krenz, Dr. Tilus, Thomas Sullivan, nor anyone else 
that will tell the Truth about how the system is so corrupt, it can only fail.  

That corruption is making a few people very, very wealthy and giving a lot more 
political power to people whose names and affiliations you would never know, 
except now, one of them, CFP, has come out from behind that curtain to tell the 
audience that everything is under control because ‘now’ they are here.  

They’ve been here all along. At least for the past 10 years In Indian Country, 50 
years everywhere else, making it so that nothing changes, cracks get bigger, 
children suffer, and they get richer, more politically powerful and no one has figured 
out that they are behind every major child protective failure for generations.  

It’s time to point out that child abuse, especially sexual abuse of children, creates 
monsters who then prey on others.  The cop in Idaho that recently killed his wife, his 
children and his mother-in-law, and then himself, left a note talking about how he 
was sexually abused as a child, and how he hated abusers, and he never got over 
that his mother refused to protect him from abuse.  He confessed to drugging and 
raping his wife and video taping it, several times.  

This is a man who, on the outside, looked like an upright citizen. He was a cop. He 
was a ‘good guy’, but behind closed doors, he was a monster and he hated himself.  

This is what becomes of children who are abused and who are not rescued. This is 
what happens when sexual abuse is ignored. This is what happens when there is no 
one there to tell that child they have a place in this world and that what happened to 
them, all those bad things, was not their fault.   

These are the monsters walking among us today, some looking like ‘good guys’ until 
they snap. Some looking like good guys until their children grow up and ‘snap’.  

This is the thing we have to stop now. NOW. We have to put children 
FIRST. If there are not safe homes for those children on the rez, then 
safe homes must be found and those children must remain in those safe 
homes until they grow up and use the nurturing they received in those 
homes, to fight off the demons that will haunt them as adults.  

Yes, it costs a lot of money because it has gone on for so long. We can start by 
cutting off the hundreds of millions being drained into CFP and Bush Foundations 
and any other Foundations that have never been examined for their failures… and 
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we can apply that more directly to the care of these children, including the therapy 
they will need to feel safe and worth being loved in this world.  

The money we save won’t show for a generation, but it will be a reduction in crime, 
reduction in violent crimes, reduction in addictions, and other symptoms of a life 
spent in violence and futility.  

We can expect more and more productive, healthy adults raising healthier, happier 
families and needing less and less services that are violence and abuse related.  

We can drastically cut the numbers of childhood suicides, especially on the rez if 
these children see there is rescue for them and there are consequences for those 
who hurt them and there are consequences for those who put them in danger.  

If we are ever to restore the balance in this world, and make our future 
more secure for our old age and for our own children and grand 
children, we must absolutely go after the corruption, go after the abuse, 
go after the failed theories, and put the children first.  

There are some new laws being considered that will, if enforced, make the world a 
safer place for Indian Children all across the land. Those same laws, without 
enforcement, without penalties for those who break those laws, will only create more 
“looks good on paper” while children are being dragged away by monsters in the real 
world outcomes.  Monsters who spit their tiny bones out at our feet, and laugh as we 
rail against their corruption.  Their laughter sounds like hundreds of machines, 
shredding files. 

You know what they look like now. They’ve been forced to come out from under their 
rocks, out of their crevices and from behind those pretty curtains… Keep the light on 
them, hot and hard.  CFP is not new to this scene. They did not come here to “Help 
the children” they came to make it look good on paper, make it go away from public 
scrutiny, and quickly as possible go back to ignoring the reports, the cracks, the 
960’s.  

Ask Anita Fineday how many children she as either Tribal Judge in White Earth 
reservation, or as the key person in CFP, how many children in crisis has she 
personally recommended be removed to permanent foster care outside of the tribe?  

How bad was it for those children and how many children that remained in the care 
and custody of their abusive families have died as a result?  Let’s see if she comes 
up with those ‘facts’. 

You have the Florida cases from one year. You have the SLN ongoing crisis. You 
know there is much, much more. They don’t want you to look. They don’t want it 
fixed. They want it shredded, erased, invisible.  

But I am here to tell you, this is why we lock our doors not just at night when we are 
sleeping, but during the day, while we are home. And this is why we lock our cars 
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even when we are driving. And this is why we see so many prostitutes, addicts and 
so much violent crime. We don’t connect the dots when we see violent or addicted 
teenagers and adults, to the little child being abused and that abuse being reported 
and those reports being ignored. It is a straight line.  

It’s how we all got here: Them and Us, together, today, sharing the same world in 
vastly different ways, with drastically different outlooks. And it costs us today 
because we failed them yesterday. It will cost more tomorrow because we are failing 
them today.  

The Human Wreckage, the violence we have today did not just happen, it was 
created, practiced, covered up, allowed, and those who tried to stop it were ignored 
harassed, threatened, intimidated or silenced.  

We have already, at least 50 years of failed policies and practices inflicted on 
children, who grew into violent adults, and had children of their own. We are 
generations deep in this course of failure. It’s time to change course.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


